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SUBJECT: ARREST OE SOVIET CORRESPONDENT 
REE: A. STATE 47495, B. STATE 43580 

1 . IN MEETING WITH DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARMITAGE 
MARCH 4, SOVIET MINISTER-COUNSELOR V.M. VASEV PRESENTED 
PAPER PROTESTING MANNER IN WHICH LOCAL VIRGINIA POLICE 
HANDLED ARREST OE TASS CORRESPONDENT VITALIY GAN. VASEV 
STATED POLICE, KNOWING GAN WAS SOVIET CITIZEN, ACTED IN 
WAY TO DELIBERATELY DEGRADE THE HUMAN DIGNITY OF A SOVIET 
CITIZEN. HE INDICATED THAT POLICE, AT THEIR OWN VOLITION, 

SAID THEY WERE QUOTE ACTING ON INSTRUCTIONS UNQUOTE AND 
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SUBJECTED GAN TO POLICE BRUTALITY BY HAVING HIM UNDERGO 
MULTIPLE BODY SEARCHES (HE WAS STRIPPED NAKED), AND BY 
BEING HANDCUEFED AND PUT IN JAIL. VASEV CITED THIS KIND 
OF TREATMENT WENT AGAINST HELSINKI AGREEMENT AND SOVIET 
EMBASSY REQUESTED THAT PERPETRATORS OF THIS ACTION APOLOGIZE 
TO GAN. 
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2. ARMITAGE EXPRESSED REGRET THAT INCIDENT OCCURRED. HE 
TOOK ISSUE WITH ALLEGATION THAT POLICE WERE ACTING ON 
INSTRUCTIONS POINTING OUT THIS WAS LOCAL POLICE MATTER AND 
DEPARTMENT ONLY LEARNED OE IT THROUGH SOVIET EMBASSY. ONCE 

WE WERE AWARE OF PROBLEM, WE ACTED QUICKLY TO ASSIST IN 
LOCATING GAN AND TRIED TO BE HELPFUL. ARMITAGE INDICATED 
THAT THE ARREST, AND SEARCH AND HANDCUFFING OF PEOPLE 
CONVICTED OF SPEEDING VIOLATIONS IS STANDARD PRACTICE IN 
VIRGINIA FOR ALL VIOLATORS AND IS NO DIFFERENT FROM PRO- 
CEDURE INFLICTED ON AMERICAN CITIZENS. ARMITAGE SAID 
THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO PROBLEM IF GAN HAD RESPONDED TO 
SUMMONS. 

3. VASEV REPLIED SOVIET EMBASSY HAD SENT SUMMONS TO OFFICE 
OF PROTOCOL WHICH RETURNED IT ONLY DAY BEFORE ARREST 
SAYING HE HAD NO DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. 
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